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INTRODUCTION 
The information in this publication is intended to assist applicants applying for 
communication postgraduate research degrees within the Faculty of Arts & Social 
Sciences. Additional information can be obtained through the Internet and by direct 
inquiry.  
 
The Faculty has gained a high reputation for research in professional practice and 
creative production as well as in traditional intellectual areas.  The research 
outcomes of staff in the Faculty have relevance to broader social issues and have 
had impacts on cultural life in Australia and government policy. Many of our staff are 
leaders in their respective fields, both nationally and internationally, and the Faculty 
hopes to match our new research students with areas of research strength.  Our 
research students play a crucial role in maintaining the Faculty!s tradition of thorough 
investigation and the public dissemination of research. 
 
The Faculty offers four communication research degrees: 
 
¥ C03018 Master of Arts (Research)      
¥ C03044 Master of Creative Arts (Research)     
¥ C02019 Doctor Of Philosophy       
¥ C02020 Doctor of Creative Arts 
   
The degrees are especially valuable for those people wishing to pursue an academic 
career, a career in research or an advanced level of professional practice.  Research 
degrees are undertaken wholly by thesis. Masters degree students have two years of 
full-time study or three years part-time to complete their degree. Doctoral students 
have four years of full-time study or six years part time to complete their degree. 
 

FACULTY RESEARCH OFFICE 
Please contact Juleigh Slater, Communication Research Degrees Administrator, if 
you require assistance with the application process, locating an academic or if you 
need further information about the Faculty!s Research Degrees. 
 
Juleigh Slater 
Communication Research Degrees Administrator 
PO Box 123 Broadway NSW 2007 
Phone: 61 2 9514 1959 
Fax:   61 2 9514 2770 
Email: hss.researchdegrees@uts.edu.au 
http://www.hss.uts.edu.au/research/index.html 
 

 

UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL 
The role of the University Graduate School is to develop and maintain a university-
wide approach to quality assurance in research education and provide general 
support to all UTS research degree students and supervisors. The University 
Graduate School (UGS) is the central university unit responsible for developing 
research degree policies and procedures.  
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The University Graduate School supports research students to ensure they are 
aware of the milestones of candidature and the UTS requirements. The UGS website 
is a detailed resource that can assist future UTS research students and offers 
information on higher degree research applications. Please go to the following UGS 
web pages for more detailed information; 
 
¥ What information do I have to provide with my research degree application? 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/supportingdocs.html 
¥ What will it cost to do a research degree? 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/degreecost.html  
¥ What criteria are used for assessing my application? 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/criteriaadmission.html 
¥ What evidence must I supply to show that I meet the criteria? 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/evidencepotential.html 
¥ How will the University deal with my application for admission to a research degree? 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/considerapplication.html 
 
 
University Graduate School  
Contact Details 
Postal Address: PO Box 123 Broadway NSW 2007 
Street Address: Level 7, Building 1, Broadway, City Campus 
Ph:    9514 1336 
Fax:   9514 1588 
Email: ugs@uts.edu.au 
URL: http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/index.html 

 

FACULTY RESEARCH STRENGTHS 
The Faculty has a number of active research strengths that include a diverse group 
of postdoctoral fellows, honorary researchers and adjuncts associated with the 
faculty who make active contributions to its research culture as researchers and 
supervisors.  
 
Please note: Applicants should locate their research proposal within one of the 
Faculty's research strengths. 
 
FACULTY RESEARCH STRENGTHS 

Trans/Forming Cultures 
http://transforming.cultures.uts.edu.au/ 
 
Contemporary Design Practice 
http://www.uts.edu.au/research/expertise/ccdp.html 
 
Cosmopolitan Civil Societies 
http://www.ccs.uts.edu.au/ 
 
Creative Practices 
Website under construction, please contact John Dale on 9514 1951 for more 
information. 
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RESEARCH DEGREE  

COURSE INFORMATION 
 

C03018 Master of Arts (Research) 
The MA in Humanities and Social Sciences (Research) is for students who wish to 
undertake independent research. A masters thesis is normally a piece of work 
between 30 000 to 40 000 words. This course may involve participation in classroom 
or on-line seminars on thesis preparation and presentation in the first semester of 
enrolment. While the Masters thesis is usually written in dissertation style, candidates 
may illustrate their argument by submitting a film, video, sound/audio, photography or 
other formats together with a written dissertation of shorter length.  
 
Please Note: While the Faculty may be able to provide access to media production 
facilities, it does not provide training in the use of the facilities nor cover the cost of 
materials. 
 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
¥ Honours degree or equivalent (e.g. pass degree plus post-graduate diploma, or 

pass degree and related work). 
 
¥ Quality of research proposal.  
 
¥ Research Strength alignment 
 
¥ Evidence of your potential to carry out original research. This may include 

previous research work at honours or graduate coursework level, experience as a 
research team member, professional practice at a high level, or consultancy work 
involving systematic enquiry or advanced scholarship. Please include a list of 
your published work, if appropriate. 

 
¥ Availability of appropriately qualified staff to supervise the research. 
 
¥ Proficient English comprehension and expression. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
In addition to completing the University!s application form please provide the 
following: 
 
¥ A detailed Research Proposal. Information on how your research proposal should 

be structured can be found on page 12. 
¥ Demonstrated generic technical skills if creative work is being undertaken as part 

of the overall research project. 
¥ The names of Faculty academic staff that may be appropriate supervisors. 
 
Applications without this information will not be considered. Applicants may be 
interviewed in person or by telephone.  
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C03044 Master of Creative Arts (MCA)  
The Master of Creative Arts (MCA) is for people preferably with industry experience 
in the media and the creative arts who want to undertake creative research involving 
the preparation and presentation of a major creative work and a written exegesis of 
about 10 000 to 15 000 words. The creative research work can be a creative writing 
piece in any literary genre, exhibition in a traditional gallery venue, and a digital piece 
such as CDRom, web site, and DVD or journalistic piece. This course may involve 
participation in classroom or on-line seminars on thesis preparation and presentation 
in the first semester of enrolment.  
 
Please Note: While the Faculty may be able to provide access to media production 
facilities, it does not provide training in the use of the facilities nor cover the cost of 
materials. 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
¥ Bachelors degree and/or professional or creative experience in a creative arts 

field. 
 
¥ Quality of research proposal for a creative project. 
 
¥ Research Strength alignment 
 

¥ Quality of published, screened, exhibited or broadcast creative work. A portfolio 
of work will be judged by at least two UTS academics in the appropriate creative 
arts area. 

 
¥ Evidence of your potential to carry out original research.  This can be 

substantiated in a number of ways, including academic, professional and work 
experience. Please include information on your background and experience in 
creative arts and indicate what you are hoping to achieve from the course. 

 
¥ Availability of appropriately qualified staff to supervise the research. 
 
¥ Demonstrated generic technical skills required to undertake the production 

component of the project. 
 
¥ Proficient English comprehension and expression. 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
In addition to completing the University!s application form, the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences requires you to provide the following: 
 
¥ A detailed Research Proposal. Information on the structure of the research 

proposal is on page 12. 
¥ A portfolio of your published, screened, exhibited or broadcast creative work. 

Please include a bibliography of your work and samples of reviews, if appropriate. 
¥ The names of Faculty academic staff that may be appropriate supervisors. 
 
Applications without this information will not be considered.  Applicants may be 
interviewed in person or by telephone. 
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C02019 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) provides an opportunity for graduates to acquire high 
level research skills and to make a major contribution to knowledge. A PhD thesis is 
normally a written work of 80 000 to 100 000 words. While the doctoral thesis is 
usually written in dissertation style, candidates may submit a non-traditional PhD that 
allows students to illustrate their argument by submitting creative work in film, video, 
sound/audio, photography formats.  The non-traditional material is considered a 
minor component of the thesis and is equivalent to a maximum of   30,000 words. 
This course may involve participation in classroom or on-line seminars on thesis 
preparation and presentation in the first semester of enrolment. 
 
Please Note: While the Faculty may be able to provide access to media production 
facilities, it does not provide training in the use of the facilities nor cover the cost of 
materials. 
 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
¥ A Bachelors Degree with Honours, or Masters Degree or transfer from a research 

Masters Degree where an Honours degree has previously been awarded. 
 
¥ Quality of proposal in terms of originality of approach to the research question or 

area of investigation, evidence of knowledge of literature in the field and a 
justification of the importance of the research. 

 
¥ Research Strength alignment 
 
¥ Evidence of ability to undertake advanced original research appropriate to the 

doctoral program. This may include previous research at Honours and/or Masters 
level, experience as a research team member or professional practice involving 
systematic enquiry or advanced scholarship.  Please include a list of your 
published work, if appropriate. 

 
¥ Availability of appropriately qualified staff to supervise the research. 
 
¥ Proficient in English comprehension and expression. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
In addition to completing the University!s application form, the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences requires you to provide the following: 
 
¥ A detailed Research Proposal. Information on the structure of the research 

proposal is on page 12. 
¥ Evidence of your ability to undertake advanced original research, appropriate to 

the proposed doctoral program.  
¥ Where applicable, evidence of possession of the generic technical skills required 

to undertake the production component of the research project. 
¥ The names of Faculty academic staff that may be appropriate supervisors. 
 
Applications without this information will not be considered.  Applicants may be 
interviewed in person or by telephone. 
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C02020 Doctor of Creative Arts (DCA) 
The Doctor of Creative Arts (DCA) is for graduates with a significant record of 
achievement in the media and the creative arts who want to undertake substantial 
research in the areas of media and cultural production. The creative work produced 
for the DCA is of equivalent intellectual scope and level to a PhD (equivalent to a 50 
000 to 70 000 word written work) and is accompanied by a 30 000 word dissertation. 
The creative research work can be a creative writing piece in any literary genre, a 
digital piece or journalistic piece. This course may involve participation in classroom 
or on-line seminars on thesis preparation and presentation in the first semester of 
enrolment.  
 
Please Note: While the Faculty may be able to provide access to media production 
facilities, it does not provide training in the use of the facilities nor cover the cost of 
materials. 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
¥ A Bachelors degree with Honours (or equivalent), Masters Degree or transfer 

from a research Master degree where an Honours degree has previously been 
awarded. 

 
¥ Quality of proposal in terms of originality of approach to the topic to be explored, 

the research question or area of investigation, evidence of knowledge of literature 
in the field and a justification of the importance of the research. 

 
¥ Research Strength alignment 
 
¥ Quality of published, screened, exhibited or broadcast creative work.  A portfolio 

of your published, screened, exhibited or broadcast creative work will be judged 
by at least two UTS academics in the appropriate creative media areas. Please 
include a bibliography of your work and samples of reviews, if appropriate. 

 
¥ Evidence of ability to undertake advanced original research. 
 
¥ Availability of appropriately qualified staff to supervise the program. 
 
¥ Proficient in English comprehension and expression. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
In addition to completing the University!s application form, the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences requires you to provide the following: 
 
¥ A detailed Research Proposal. Information on the structure of the research 

proposal is on page 12. 
¥ Evidence of the ability to undertake advanced original research appropriate to 

your proposed project 
¥ Evidence of possession of the generic technical skills required to undertake any 

production component of the research project 
¥ The names of Faculty academic staff that may be appropriate supervisors. 
 
Applications without this information will not be considered.  Applicants may be 
interviewed in person or by telephone. 
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APPLYING FOR A  

RESEARCH DEGREE 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Research Proposal 
While the information supplied on the UTS Application for Admission, Higher 

Degree by Research form determines eligibility, the research proposal is the most 
important aspect in the final assessment and selection of applicants. Applicants 
applying for a place in the Communication research degrees must provide a detailed 
project proposal. The Faculty looks for applicants with a feasible research proposal 
aligned with a research strength and who can demonstrates the capacity to complete 
a large research project on time.  
 
The proposal must reflect the theoretical underpinnings of the research and outline 
the complexities of the research questions and possible outcomes. Please see the 
specific research proposal requirements on page 12.  
 
Please Note: Applications without a research proposal will not be 

considered for admission. 
 

Selection Criteria 
The major selection criteria used by the Faculty to assess research degree 
applications are the -  
¥ quality of the research proposal;  
¥ research Strength alignment; 
¥ applicant!s research potential;  
¥ compatibility of the applicant!s proposal to existing areas of Faculty research 

strength; 
¥ availability of appropriate supervision. 
 

Supervisors 
Applicants are advised to contact a potential supervisor to discuss their research 
project prior to submitting the application form to UTS. All applicants must nominate a 
principal supervisor and a co-supervisor on the application form. Please go to 
http://datasearch.uts.edu.au/hss/staff/research_interests.cfm for the research interests and 
contact details of Research Degree Supervisors. 
 
Please note: The Faculty cannot guarantee staff consulted during 

the application process will be available for supervision the 

following year. 
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Costs 
A research degree requires not only high level intellectual capacity but also the 
commitment of a substantial period of time to the preparation of the thesis. 
Completing a research degree can involve some significant expenditure depending 
on the nature of the research. Applicants must consider that there may be costs 
associated with the completion of their research project.  
 
University or Faculty funding will not always cover the costs of your research. 

 

LOCAL STUDENT APPLICATION PROCESS 
The Faculty Research Office has one research degree intake per year for local 
students. The closing date for applications is the last working day of October each 
year. Successful students commence their studies at the beginning of the following 
year. 
 
If you are an Australian citizen or permanent resident, you are required to complete 
the following forms: 
 
¥ Application for Admission to a Higher Research Degree & Scholarship with 

Stipend 
¥ UTS Academic Referee!s Report 
 
Please attach all relevant personal and academic documentation required plus a 
detailed thesis proposal and any other supplementary information  
 
The application form is available from the University Graduate School website:  
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/policies/admission.html 
 
Prospective students are encouraged to read the detailed application information 
available on the University Graduate School website: 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application.html 

 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT APPLICATION PROCESS 
The UTS International Office (IO) is the focal point for all international enquiries. IO 
provides advice and assistance to prospective international students and manages 
the AusAID contract that enables students from developing countries to study at 
UTS. International Students (not Australian citizens and permanent residents) should 
contact the International Office (IO) for an information package (including prospectus 
and application form) and for further information about admission closing dates and 
scholarships. 
 
International Office 
Street Address:  Level 3A, Building 1, Broadway, City Campus 
Postal Address: PO Box 123 Broadway NSW 2007 Australia 
Phone:   61 2 9514 1531 
Fax:     61 2 9514 1530 
Email:   international@uts.edu.au 
url:       http://www.uts.edu.au/international/index.html 
 
Researc h: How to Apply  
http://www.uts.edu.au/international/prospective/studying/research/index.html 
 



 11 

LOCAL STUDENT COURSE FEES / SCHOLARSHIPS 
Local postgraduate research students are exempt from tuition fees if they are 
awarded a Commonwealth Government Research Training Scheme place (RTS). In 
addition, there is a range of scholarships with stipend (living allowance) available; 
APA, APA (I), UTS Doctoral and R.L.Werner scholarships. A scholarship with a 
stipend provides payments to support students while they are studying. Places for 
scholarships are highly competitive and are only offered once a year for 
commencement at the beginning of the year (the Autumn enrolment period). 
Applicants should indicate on the UTS application form whether they are applying for 
an RTS place and/or scholarship. 
 
Local applicants are ranked according to a point score system. RTS and scholarship 
places are awarded accordingly using the point score system. For further information 
on the point score system please see: 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/application/criteriaadmission.html 
 
For further information on scholarships please see: 
http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/prospective/ScholarshipsandSupport/postgradscholarships.html 

 
The Master of Creative Arts is the only Research Degree within the Faculty that has a 
fees component per semester for local applicants who meet the admission criteria 
but are not awarded an RTS place. MCA applicants should indicate on the 
application form whether they would be prepared to pay fees if they were not offered 
an RTS place. Please email the Faculty Research Office for further information about 
the MCA full fee paying places hss.researchdegrees@uts.edu.au.  
 
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT COURSE FEES / SCHOLARSHIPS 
International students pay course fees on a semester basis. Further information on 
the fees can be found on the UTS: International Office web page 
http://www.uts.edu.au/international/prospective/studying/fees/index.html 
 
A very small number of Australian Government scholarships under the Endeavour 
International Postgraduate Research Scholarship (IPRS) Program and UTS 
scholarships (IRS) will be available to international students to study either a PhD or 
Masters Degree by Research at UTS. Applications are open to all overseas students 
who are commencing full-time study for a higher degree by research. 
 
For further information regarding scholarships for International students please see  
http://www.uts.edu.au/international/prospective/studying/scholar/index.html#iprs 
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WRITING A RESEARCH/CREATIVE 

PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 
All applicants applying for a communication research degree in the Faculty of Arts 
and Social Sciences must submit a formal research/creative project proposal with the 
application form. The proposal is an early outline of the project. The process of 
developing the proposal can help clarify what is involved in the project and plan its 
development. A developed proposal is an important way in which applicants can 
demonstrate understanding of what constitutes higher degree research that is what 
all MCAs, PhDs and DCAs are.  
 
It is recommended that applicants for a Communication research degree structure 
their proposal using the following headings: 
 
RESEARCH PROBLEM / CREATIVE PROJECT 
The topic that will be addressed is usually framed as a "problem!, question or 
innovation in need of an answer or new modes of expression. Deciding on the 
question or innovative approach is not always easy, and you need to ask yourself 
whether your proposed "problem! or creative innovation is really the question to be 
asked and answered or the proper naming of the idea that you will pursue creatively. 
Is it that you will be using experimental filmic or writing techniques? Is it the approach 
to the topic itself, informed by new theory or experiences that makes your creative 
project an original one? How would you describe these approaches? The framing of 
the topic is crucial in setting up the research and demonstrating your understanding 
of the problem you plan to explore through your research/creative project. 
 
TITLE OF THE PROJECT 
The working title for the project should reflect the overall topic. The research topic 
formulates a problem that is worthy of research. The title communicates what is new 
about your approach to the project. The topic should be clearly and succinctly stated 
in one or two sentences. 
 

RESEARCH BACKGROUND 
Your interests or concerns may have generated the research and/or creative terrain 
of the topic, and its justification is to be found in theoretical developments or related 
literature. You need to ask what interests are driving this project, from whose point of 
view is the problem "significant!? Applicants should refer to the key issues that are 
associated with the topic, discuss the significance of how the research problems 
and/or creative focus arose and outline what are the intended outcomes.  
 
RELEVANT RESEARCH LITERATURE 
Applicants need to have done at least a preliminary search of the relevant literature 
relating to their topic. This applies to creative and critical projects. Your proposal 
needs to show how your topic relates to a body of related studies, or literature. 
Applicants should list key references related to the topic and briefly discuss some of 
the main ideas relevant to the proposed research such as: 
 
¥ Existing research and its relevance for your topic 
¥ Relevant theoretical perspective/s 
¥ Key ideas or constructs in your approach 
¥ Possible lines of inquiry you might pursue 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES  
Irrespective of the form in which the thesis is to be presented and the extent of 
creativity involved, all theses depend on some form of research. Research 

methodologies refer to the body of research methods in a variety of traditions used to 
develop the research topic and outcomes. The research methodologies will depend 
on the type of research being completed.  
 
Applicants should outline the key approach to the research (eg ethnography, media 
research, archive and documentary, action research) and the recognised research 
techniques or procedures (eg methods, such as interviews, case studies, document 
analysis, statistical analysis) to be used, and how these fit into the overall research 
design. 
 
RESEARCH STRENGTH 

How does the research problem or creative project relate to the research 
strength you have indicated on your application form? 
 
RESEARCH TIMELINE 

A semester breakdown of what work is planned during the period of 
candidature. 
 
OUTCOMES EXPECTED FROM THE RESEARCH 
Briefly outline the expected contributions of the research project to the existing canon 
of knowledge, theory and creative practice in the relevant fields (up to 250 words). 
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RESEARCH DEGREES APPLICATION 

CHECKLIST 
 
Step 1 

Speak to the Faculty Research Office: 
¥ Application process 
¥ The appropriateness of your choice of degree 
¥ Applying for a scholarship with stipend   

 

Step 2 

Speak to the Research Strength Director:  
¥ Potential fit of project within strength 
¥ Potential supervisors  

 
Step 3 

Discuss the proposed research topic with potential supervisors  
¥ Nominate a principal and co-supervisor on the application form.  

 
Step 4 

Complete the UTS Application for Admission, Higher Degree by Research 
application form. An application form can be downloaded from the University 
Graduate School website http://www.gradschool.uts.edu.au/ 
 

Step 5 

Complete a detailed and structured Research proposal and attach to application 
form. 
 

Step 6 

Attach the following supplementary information and ensure all duplicate copies have 
been certified (please see below for more information) 

¥ Academic Transcripts 
¥ Two referee!s reports  
¥ Resume 
¥ Portfolio of your work 
¥ Receipt of relevant awards/prizes 

 
Step 7 

Lodge your application at the University Graduate School before the last working day 
in October.  
 
Who can certify duplicate documents? 

¥ A Justice of the Peace. 
¥ The authority that issued the document.  
¥ An Australian university e.g. the UTS Information Service or the University 

Graduate School. 
¥ A certified accountant 
¥ A bank manager 
¥ A solicitor 
¥ A postal manager 
¥ A school principal  
¥ An Australian overseas diplomatic mission 
¥ A police officer at or above the rank of Sergeant. 


